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strike. - And that, after all,;ff

lis really soing on.
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\”Bx‘now,'i suppose you've heard a great dealtabout'that strike in
‘the vineyards around dalano, down in kern county. And, if 1i've

‘ been listenlng right, you 've been gettins quite a load of mis-

1nf0rmat10nooo . ‘

'DISTORTED reports from partisansf;:designéd, not. to informvyou,lv'

but %o enliat your support...to twist the facts, conaciously or

unconscliously, as a way to furthar the cause...

. o wc»em.é , '
OR raports from thoae who are tryin; to tell the'truth, but whose

enthusiasm far outstrips thsir knowleica and understanding of the

farm labor situation...or whose wlshful thinking has badly obacured

"~NDW,'pleaae’doh’ttget'me wrohgk I'm certainly not " attacking theae
people. They ve done a very gogd job of lining up support for the -

a very noble goal.

AND 1 too, hope you will Join in support of the strikers. Thay_

5;need it, and you could hardly find a worthier causa. But, 1n

return, 1 think you ‘re entitled to a olearer picture of Just what

| and should be, their main soal..c_vf




LET‘S start with the baaics. First, the strlke area.. We're

talking about roughly four-hundred-square-milas of rich vineyard
- land in northern kernfand southern tulare county, In approximately'~:
the center lies -delano, the 11ttle town that serves as strike -
headquarters. 'Delano 1s about three-hundred miles south of here,  '

L,alons hlghway ninety—nine 1n the san Joaquin Valley. v

WITHIN that four-hundred—square-mile-araa, strikes hava ‘been | _

: _declared at something like thirty vlnayards, The vineyard ownera,.
fin most caaes, are big, wealthy operatorsao.domlnated by ths di

slorgio corporation and schenley 1ndustriea, who own the biggest

- chunks of land in the strika areao__f'

1

A GOCD part_of‘califbrnié’SyW1ne gnd tablefgraﬁau __uit1Vated in
the area. And the-men‘whb own the land pocket a goodnpart of the
,.one-hundred-seventy-f1ve-m11110n-dollara or so that tha stata 8

‘grape crop brings in every year. .

THE five-thouaand men and women who work 1n their vineyards '
aren't so fortunate., Their pay 1s extremely low by any standardsq

-But- exactly how low 1s difficult to determine. Tha rate variea,

'depending on which srower they work for, what sort of work th.ey"re'_:'_':‘f?‘;f""i

doing, thelr experienoa, and “the. like° OurrentIY. the basic waSe e

_scale 1s one-dollar-and—twenty—cents-an-hour.o.although through
piece—rate bonuses aome werksrs can make more at certain times_

of the year. '




GRGW&&Q; 1n faet, will tell you that most of their WOrkers make
far above the baaio rate. The strikers deny i, of course. But
neither side can’ really prove 1ts caee. Nor’is ﬁhére:Any way to_r~“"'??i
“'settle the argument over the far more meaninsful figure of how ‘hff

_much the workers earn. on an annual basis._”

VSTRIKERS say the yearly earnings average»lesa than two-thoueand-_if'
dollars. Growers, while providing no figurea of their own, contend

that the- annual figure is much higher -than t.his.

BUT the precise fisure, ag signifioant as 1t may be, really isn't
-~ all that 1mportant._ You need only look at how ‘the vineyard

' uorkers live, and how their employers live, to srasp the crucial

,point in thia argument._ :_p

'&ROUND delano,vthe farm workera live 1n rural llum conditions.
The conditions aren't nearly ae bad ‘a8 they are 1n some of
ealifornia | other rich farming areas. But they re poverty

- conditions nevertheless.-

.THE workers' employers live 1n the usual upper middle-olasa i
;eurroundinge enjoyed by growers throughout the state._ And, of
h_course, the corqorate exeoutivea, bankers and the like who really

Nl TEY A
rcontrol the growe{ ?‘,ive a8 well, or better, 1n the suburbs of

san franciaco and los angeles.:_fg*7




THIS disparity has existed for years, and in farm areas all over
. the - eta-te. For farm ‘workers have never had the weapona to i‘oroe
growers to treat them any-better:than the growers Wanted tg treat
them, | o

THE basic need, ‘then, has not been Just to ‘ralse farm wages to
- this level or that...ﬁhough -god knows that hae been a great, greab\
'need...the basle need has been rather to give farm.workers the |
power to stand up to their employere_aa aomethlng approaching

‘equals,

&ND the beet Way, perhaps the only way, to gain thia power for _
- the workers is unionization, The law, however, does not require.
growers to recognize unions, And it allowe them- to engage in the
sort of unlon-busting that nas so famillar ln urban-centers before

the labor laws of the 19308 were enacted.

UNIONS themeelvea have been unable, in many cases, and unwilling,
in far too many othere, to force growers to bargaln with their .

employees, to do what the 1aw saya they do not have to do.

WHY, then, did the unions make their move in delano? Why a strils
in the vineyarda? There are three principal reasons, 1 think,

One lles in the person of an unusual leader named cesar chavez.

Another reason involvea i

movement, The third reason stems from a foolish miscalculation

by the grape growers.




"-%BUT ths strike WaSVCalled‘

- LET'S 80 into that third reasen first. For some years now, the

bracerosﬁ
SeMé

:first offer local workers at 1east a~dollar-forty-cents-an—hour. |
o Neighboring growers, still wanting mexican help, did make such

offers. oo, quite naturally, the delano workers asked their--

employers to make them the same offer,' The ﬁelano growers turned.an o

Cthemown, =
AND there you have the basis for the strike. If the delano
growers had raised their wages to a—dollar-forty~an~hour, Juet

ctwenty cents an hour more ad honored the requests for j o

"ﬁha raise, it! s extremely doubtful tha :irike;would haVe been

called,,.or, indeed, that the workers would have listened to such~'f_”’:

- call.

j on september eighth of last year, by the

’fagricultural workers orsanizing committee.- Tgil criminally under-l_f Jﬁ'f

financed and ineptly led af of 1-cio erganization had called—~and :

nlost--many strike before, however...and at first there appearsd to .

,be little hope that it could accomplish anything in delano either.*
HBut there were gome special circumstances in delano, which have c

'since raised hepes higher than they have been in any farm labor

- strike ‘for some years.'




| FOR one, there 1s the nature of the organizing committee 8 3
'memberehip in the vineyard area.v It 3 compoaed almost entirely o
flocal filipinoeoo.long-time relidents who perform moat of the
skilled work of packing grapes for market.v Unlike other farm :
workers which the af of l—cio has attempted to organize, they are.
not migrante, drifting from area to area.v They live in one place,

making organization eo,muoh easier. o

AND the committee 8 membere have worked with each other for yearsy

They're old friends and neighbors...a tightly-knit community, This

o provides the eesential unity which hae been lacking in 80 many

,previoua farm strikes.'

o AND the af of l—cio hae wisely 1eft day-to—day leadership of the
commitee in the hande of a local organizer who knowe hie membere

vvwello,oa very able man named larry itliongo

| WHAT really hae raised hOpes, however is not the actiona of the
organizing committee, but those of a second organization which 7
';joined the strike two weeke after it was called...the independent
’national farm worksrs assooiation. Thia -group is compoeed almoet
fentirely of mexican-americane who, along with filipinoe, dominatev

,'delano 8 farm work force.

LIKE the af of l-clo's orgenlzlng commlttee, the assoclation's
" members are'almoetpallilocal reeidents@ iﬁnd;the'aeaooiation"ie;v{

gven more of a,community OrganiZation'than‘ieithe~committee;'




o THB director of the farm workers aaeociation, ceear chavez, had T n:f
“__ekillfully forged the sroup into a tishtly-knib organization '
duning three years of hard work° Then, ‘when the right moment

. came, he led hls members out on strike,

'THEY immedlately drew the active support of stﬁdent,'civil rights.
and church groupe. Thanks to the nature of the Ghavez group, o
" these supporters saw the etrike as: something more than Just a labor T

-diepute in the hands of}an afrgf l-cio‘which they had good reason '

to mistrust. They saw iﬁ_:sﬁa”move to bring mexican-americans into

the mainstream of the civil rights etrussle.

'f”THIS ie what makes the strike different than moet of those of the .
past in agriculture,o.this allianoe between two closely-knit
community’ groupe and imaginative, influential outsidere.- For it
hasg siven the strikers an unueual unity and etaying power, and

armed them with some new tactics.

BUT what. elee has it accompliehed, beyond keeping the etrike soing
Qﬁns enough to convince the skepticiaand the faint—hearted in other

‘and support to bear ‘on. the battle...What ha7
ill hopee to unusual heighte? | -53'_‘ ' 'jli T o ;f;'_}i-_?;

ACTUALLY, fkferdone Iittle elaet For the strike haa not even |
begun ‘to. inflict the financial damage that must be inflicted on
)

growere Af they are to give in to the strikersﬁ demande.;'




ALTHOH&H growers -are @ven more prone to ﬁwwaa exaserration than

‘the strike supporters, they are essentially correct when they say '
that the strike so. far hae baen little more than an- irritation to f*
them.: They harvested a record crop this summer, and no amount’ of

‘talk by the strikers can explain that away.

._?ERHﬂPS, as the strikers contend, the growers ara it with huge |

crews of inexperienced workers brought in from outeide the strike i
_;area. I doubt it, since perhape the wildest exagerration of all -”__ -

- in the strike claims is the aseertion of the “unlons that they have_iin;lg’
two to four theusand men and women on. strike. They have not even
".approached such-e figvre$. - o |

| IN any'caSe,lthersrape:erop-was harveSted this<eﬁmmer:: And,the'

;pruning of vines now under way also will get done. Growers need

far fewer workers for this than they do during harvests. And

they ve got them, whatever the gource., : ~

~ 4ND, let s be honest._ That éumnmnf-consumers boycott of the

products of Schenley industries--the owner of, t;xﬁe&aecond largest

IT may, in fact, prove ~;oublesome to the strikere. For it alreaﬂy

has begun to looeen the tenueus allianoe betweem the af of 1-cio'

. and the farm workers association.’l""




THIS 1s h;QQ;J”;ﬁ&_

" EXCEPT in 1ts fields, schenley is a one-hundred percent union

operation. And the af of l—bio‘s distilléry wdfkers union, for
one, is not taklng kindly to a boycott called against the wines

and liquors whoass production earns its members thelr 1living.

‘the major'probiem@'facing thaﬁétrikerag;.tha
need for far mprencooperatidn and trust between the threé groups
conductins the strike--the farm workers association, the af of 1-

clo, and the civil rights, churcb and student organizations.

'SURELY, the great potentlal is still thers in delano. And so 18

evidence. that the strikers qan_hold out for the months and months
CIF THEY ARE A A -
1t will take\te¥smimzrebived concrate 8uUCCes888, .. to draw to their

ranks the workers/they needs.oto increase their 1rritation of
growars to the point where 1t WOuld be alot gaglier for thstgrowersyﬁ

to recognize their unions,

BUT they mast rid the strike of its n1t~ob~mlss qualxtya Ehe three o

groups in the strike must Join together in a clear, mnifled battle |
”,’plan. And they. mist expand such jéint opvrations beyond delano.- .

OtherW1se, thelr struggle Wlll never wnount to anythlng more than.

Jjust a source of long=-range hepes.
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